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Then, In a few words and quiet, she
told them all the hezvy tale.

But when the mulds mede as though

they wounld cleave to her for the sym-
pathy that was In her words, and be-
cause of her tears, she st the palms
of her hands againgt thelr breasts and
erled: *“Come not near one whom not
all the firesn of purgatory can purify,
ong whe, ke Iscariot, hath contrnoted
herself outside the merey of God and of
our Lord Christ!"
But all the more they elave to her,
overpassing her preiesiations and
clasping her, o that, being overcome,
she sat down on the steps of a corner
turret which rose from ihe greater,
and wept there, with the weeping
wherewlth women are wont. to eapse
the heart.
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measures 0. orévent s suceeeding,
Their last and most Tatal failure had
happened geveral days before, and the

firzt eager burst of the search for theém
had pnssed. But the Beots knew that
the enemy was thoroughly alarmed,

and that it behooved them' to ablde very
closely within their 'hiding place.
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viots that they could (o no better than
remain in their seaside shelter,

Thelr latsst plan was to abide in the
cave till the marshal s out agnin
upon one of hie frequent journeys. Then
it would bhe comprratively eesy to as-
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Enough,” he =ald roughly;: “lell us

l“h-lth—r the maldens gre alive, and if

they are abiding in this castle of Mn-
checoul™

The Lady Sybilla did not remove her
eyes from the rel west

“Thus far they ard safe” she gaid, in
the same calm manotone, 1 have come
from the white tower in which they are
confined. But he whom I serve swears
by an oath tha! If you or other rescu-

| ors are heurd of again in his counlry,

he will destioy them both.”
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Justice In the name of the king of |
Fronce, and If he will not hear. then
In the name eof the folk of Brittany.

And if because of his kinship he will

'not listen, go to the blahop of Nantos,
who hates Gillen de Retz Better than
any he knows how to stlr the people,
lend he will send with you frusty men

|to causs the eouniry to rise in rebel-

| llon, _Then they will overturn all the
\Censtles

of Die etz and thed hidden
things shall come to light. This do, and
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God, amnd whom
now his own flend from hell hath de-

serted.”

Then having sworn to do her bld-
dimg, the three Scofs  condupted the
Lady Sybilla with honor and observ-
ance (o, her white pedfrey, and like a
spirit she vanlshed Into the mes misis
which bud =ified up the from the west,
going back to the drear casile of Mach-
ceoul, bearing with ber the burfien of
hor revenge.

CHAPTER LIV.

The face of Gllies de Laval, Iord of
Hetz, had shone all day with an unholy
Iuster like that of iron o whish the ped
heat yot strugeies with the black. In
the castle of Macherou! his famlliars
went about wearing axpressions upon
thelr countenances in which' disgust
and expectation were mingled with an
ovirwhelming fear of the tecrible
baron.

The usual sign=s of approaching high
saturnalin” at Machecoul had net been
wanting. /

Early In the morning La Meffrayve
had béen seon hovering like an uncizan
bird of prey ahont the playing grounds
of the village children sl S6 Henoll, on
At 3 the fright-
oned villigers heard the howl of a doy-
hunting wolf, and one Louis Verger, &
woodman who was cutting bark for
tanneriex in the valley, saw A gEreatl
gray wolf rush out and seize his littie
som, Jeam a boy of § years old, who
came bringing his father's breakfast,
With n great oy he hurried back to
alarm the viilnge, I-L' \1”’: I TGT)
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tears which wers W v dry on his
cheeks,
They bowed before him to the

ground.

‘All is ready, lord and master!” they

ganid ns with one volow.
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“He Is in waiting."
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And at the touch of each other's |
flesh they both started and drew aoart.
met and  were dnstantly

withdrawn,  Then, having hung uo the

vlauk, with pallid countenances and lips
white and drawn, they slowiy followed
the marshal within,

(To be continued.)
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